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Energy Efficiency Loan Program
Thank you for your interest in home energy and water conservation. Please read and follow these instructions carefully to see if you qualify for the Energy Efficiency Loan Program. 

Foothills Housing Coalition is a not for profit organization interested in achieving home affordability through conservation. Taking small steps to reduce the energy and water consumption of your home goes a long way towards reducing your home’s monthly utility bills. Proper air sealing and insulation reduces drafts, prevents moisture penetration, and protects against long-term mold and water damage – a more efficient home is a more comfortable home.
FHC is looking for qualified homeowners interested in making energy efficiency and water conservation upgrades to their home. FHC will coordinate the auditing and construction process and will work with homeowners to make these services financially accessible. FHC will provide zero interest loans to cover the upfront costs of these services. Repayments on these loans will be determined on a case by case basis, structured around a payment schedule that fits the capabilities of each client. Repayments on these initial loans will revolve to be loaned out to future clients for energy efficiency projects.

Each applicant will be required to participate in an energy audit, analysis and consultation. Based on the findings of the energy audit and financial capability, homeowners can then choose the level of upgrades they wish to pursue.
1.) Energy Audit: All participants will receive an initial home performance assessment. Commonwealth Sustainability Works, a local independent energy auditor, will conduct a 1-2 hour walk-thru to determine your home’s current resource consumption. Homeowners are invited to participate as the auditor visually inspects air-sealing, HVAC, water heating, appliances, windows, lighting, and more. The auditor will conduct a blower door test and take infrared images to evaluate where air is leaking into and out of your home. FHC will provide zero interest loans to cover the cost of these audits.
· Blower door test: a large fan will be inserted into an exterior doorway of your home. As the fan removes air from your home, air leaks around doors, windows, and other penetrations can be easily found. 

· Infrared imaging: a special camera will identify areas of temperature differences. If air is escaping/entering around an improperly sealed doorway, the camera will capture this heat differentiation with different colors
2.) Analysis: Following the energy audit, homeowners will receive an analysis that details opportunities to improve the efficiency of their home. These suggestions will range from simple “do-it-yourself” practices to more detailed construction improvements (insulation, caulking, upgrading HVAC systems, and energy efficiency appliances, etc.). 
3.) Consultation: Homeowners will have the opportunity to sit down with Foothills Housing Coalition, go over the analysis and determine what level of weatherization service they’d like to pursue in accordance with their budget. 

4.) Upgrades: Using the analysis from the energy audit, FHC will work with homeowners to develop a plan of action. Improvements will be prioritized by their energy and water savings potential. FHC will work with local contractors to make the recommended upgrades and establish a payment plan with the homeowners. 
Stages of upgrades:
(1) Do-it-yourself level: FHC will continue to work with homeowners who cannot afford or do not wish to pursue extensive upgrades to identify, simple “do-it-yourself” measures they can take to reduce their home energy consumption. These include but are not limited to: replacing incandescent light bulbs with compact fluorescent light bulbs, using power strips to turn off appliances and electronics when not in use, weatherstripping, adding insulation
(2) Level 1: light construction such but not limited to: batt insulation, blown insulation, window and door repair, air sealing, caulking, minor or incidental structural repairs, duct sealing, installation of low flow water fixtures
(3) Level 2: in addition to level 1 upgrades, heavier construction and replacements such as, but not limited to: replacement of doors and windows,  installation and repair of furnace/cooling (HVAC) systems and all associated work involved with the installation of the HVAC system including electrical, pipe, and duct work
5.) Post energy audit: After the upgrades have been made a second walk-thru and blower door test will be performed on the home to insure the work was properly completed. FHC will continue to track energy use for at least one year to note any benefits and changes. Homeowners should be willing to share utility information with FHC during this 12 month period. All individual and household information will remain confidential, only generalized information from this program will be used to assess the success of this program and to generate future participation.
6.) Payments: Payments will be structured around a homeowner’s ability to repay on a case by case basis. Standard home budgeting practice is a set aside of 35% of household budget for housing costs. Efforts will be made to structure payments around the savings homeowners realize each month on their utility bills. After repayments have been make in full, all financial savings incurred from these conservation measures are the homeowners to keep.
This project is intended to conserve the energy and water resources. FHC is also committed to those conservation methods that make the best financial sense for each individual client. This program is not intended to cause an undue financial burden on homeowners. Rather this program is a way for homeowners to realize savings over the long-term life of their home for very little upfront investment. 

If you are interested in these services please read the eligibility guidelines and fill out the accompanying application. This application and accompanying forms can be found on our website at: www.fhchousing.org .  
If you have questions please visit our website or contact us at (540) 341-2805.
THANK YOU!
ELIGIBILITY 
1. Own and live in your home

2. Your home is a single-family, site-built unit (not attached)

3. Your home is within Culpeper, Fauquier, Madison, Orange, Page, or Rappahannock County

4. Your home is less than 4,500 square feet in size

5. Your home is not on any “historic registry”

6. Your home is not a mobile home

7. You are ready and willing to make energy efficiency upgrades in the next 60-90 days
8. You will sign a participant agreement allowing access to your home for the contractors and energy auditors to perform their work
9. You authorize Fauquier Housing Corporation to access your utility usage and payment history and to perform a credit check

10. You are making less than 80% of the area median income
	HUD 80% Median Income Limits 2009
	1 Person
	2 Persons
	3 Persons
	4 Persons
	5 Persons
	6 Persons
	7 Persons
	8+ Persons

	Culpeper
	$39,950
	$45,650
	$51,350
	$57,050
	$61,650
	$66,200
	$70,750
	$75,350

	Fauquier
	$45,100
	$51,550
	$58,000
	$64,400
	$69,600
	$74,750
	$79,900
	$84,050

	Madison
	$34,350
	$39,250
	$44,150
	$49,050
	$53,000
	$56,900
	$60,850
	$64,750

	Orange
	$36,900
	$42,200
	$47,450
	$52,700
	$56,950
	$61,150
	$65,350
	$69,600

	Page
	$29,900
	$34,150
	$38,400
	$42,650
	$46,100
	$49,500
	$52,900
	$56,300

	Rappahannock
	$39,800
	$45,450
	$51,150
	$56,800
	$61,350
	$65,900
	$70,450
	$75,000


If you meet the above requirements and are willing to make energy efficiency improvements to your home in the next 60-90 days please fill out the following application and return it to:

Foothills Housing Coalition

PO Box 357, Warrenton, VA, 20188

Fax: 540-347-9811 • Ph: 540-341-2805

fhchousing.org

APPLICATION

Applicant information

Name:     
Phone Number:    -   -    


Email address (not required):      


Physical Address: Street:      


City:      
 State:      
Zip:     
County:      


Mailing Address (if different):      

Household Characteristics

1. Do you own your home?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
2. Is the deed in your name? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 


If no, whose name is on the deed?      

3. Is this house your full time, permanent home?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
4. Is this house the only home you own?   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If no, please explain:      

5. How long have your lived in this house?      

6. When was the house built? (Approximate year)       


7. How many square feet is your home (Approximate dimensions):      

8. How many bedrooms are in your home?      
How many bathrooms?      

9. Home heating fuel type (please check all that apply):  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Natural gas
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Electricity
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wood
If electric, is this  FORMCHECKBOX 
 baseboard or  FORMCHECKBOX 
 HVAC (heat pump)
Other (please explain):     

10. Water heating fuel type (please check all that apply):  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Natural gas
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Electricity
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wood

Other (please list):     

11. Have you applied for weatherization services before? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, please explain,      
 
12. Have you ever had an energy audit or blower door test performed on your home?
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, did you perform upgrades to your home as a result of this audit? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, please explain,      

Income verification

Including yourself, please list the names, relationships, social security number(s), date(s) of birth, and gross incomes of everyone living in your household. Include all persons living in your household. Do not list wage or salary incomes earned by dependent minors under 18. 
Household income is defined as the gross income of all household members, except wage or salary income earned by dependent minors under 18 years of age. Heads of households and spouses may never be considered as minors. Gross income includes but is not limited to, wage (excluding documented health insurance premiums), interest, annuities, pensions, Social Security (excluding Medicare premiums), retirement, employment disability, public assistance, Supplemental Security income (SSI), alimony, child support, unemployment benefits, Workers’ Compensation, and any other indirect income such as utility allowances. Other exclusions may apply if documented.
**Please attach proof of income with this application for all eligible applicants above
 (For example: pay stubs for one month’s pay, copy of award letter or check from social security or SSI, etc.)

	Name
	Relationship to you
	Age
	Date of Birth
	Social Security #
	Monthly Income
	Income Source

	1.      
	(self)
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	2.      
	     
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	3.      
	     
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	4.      
	     
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	5.      
	     
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	6.      
	     
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	7.      
	     
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	8.      
	     
	   
	     
	   -  -    
	$     
	     

	Total monthly income: $      


CERTIFICATIONS:  

I certify that the information provided above is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I hereby authorize the release of information in support of the above.

Client Signature:     
Date:     

**Do not fill-out below this line, for FHC staff use only**

Date application received:     
Date house visited:     
This client has been  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Approved  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Approved

Staff signature:     
Date:     


Celebrating 40 years
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